Comorbidity of post-traumatic stress disorder and chronic pain: implications for clinical and forensic assessment.
A summary of the current state of science is presented with reference to post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and pain. Historical development of the diagnosis, current nosology, epidemiology, pathophysiology, and controversies are discussed. Issues of evaluation are reviewed, with specific reference to forensic assessment. Treatment outcome studies are briefly reviewed, with a review of currently accepted treatment interventions, including pharmacologic and behavioral modalities. An emphasis is placed on an integrated treatment plan in which chronic pain and PTSD both are present.